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Expectation: Grade 8
C1.5 Identify various elements of style in texts, including voice, word choice, word patterns, and sentence
structure, and analyze how each element helps create meaning and is appropriate for the text form and genre.

Let’s analyze the passage below …

1. Which voice is represented, first, second or third person? What clues confirm your answer?

Take a step forward
till water meets toes.
Ground your self awareness
in land that you know.

Let water rush over you.
Make no mistake, to remember these words as you look in the lake:
Self-doubt, uncertainty, worry, and fear are but fleeting emotions.
They can disappear.

Sweet, worried child, you are never alone.
Your thoughts are not you—
they are not yours to own. 
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2. Look up the meaning of “fleeting.” Why do you think that the author chose to describe
emotions with this word?

3. How do you think the description of the word “emotions” would change if the author
replaced the word “fleeting” with the word “brief” or the word “short lived”?

4. Why does an author need to think carefully about the words they choose for a story?


